Buprenorphine as a pharmacotherapy for cocaine abuse: a review of the evidence.
The partial mu-opiate agonist, buprenorphine, is the subject of recent evaluation as a potential pharmacotherapy for cocaine dependence. This paper reviews the extant preclinical and clinical evidence of buprenorphine effectiveness in treating cocaine abuse, including data from our large methadone comparison trial and a smaller buprenorphine dose ranging study. Although buprenorphine appears to reduce cocaine self-administration in studies of non-opiate dependent animals, clinical evidence for the same response in opiate addicts abusing cocaine has not been demonstrated. Further efficacy trials should await preclinical demonstrations of effectiveness in samples with opiate and cocaine exposure.